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2nd Issue November 2017

Greetings,

Fall is upon us and your city officials are still 
working hard for you! This fall we are continuing 
our efforts to keep the Tallahassee community an 
exceptional and safe environment to live in. 

The exist no better time for our community 
to look towards the mountains of faith and hope. 
The power lies within each of us to elevate 
the great philanthropic initiatives that occur 
throughout our city each and everyday. We have 
hard working citizens with creative solutions to the 
many issues we face. Whether it’s strengthening 
our relationships with our universities, creating 
partnerships between the private and public 
sector, and utilizing our non profits to help solve 
community wide issues we are becoming ever more 
innovative in the work we commit to each day. 

As your City Commissioner, I am still working 
hard to create meaningful long lasting partnerships 
and allocate resources that will yield positive 
results for our future generations. I am determined 
to promote and support housing at affordable 
rates so that many members of our community 
can live, work, shop, and play in proximity to the 
new businesses and development our city has been 
experiencing. A successful politician always 
remembers that they are a representative of 
the people that chose to elect them and the 
decisions made and votes passed should be in 
the best interest of the majority. 

.
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The incorporation of art in public places can transform a 
simple community project into something meaningful. This 
incorporation of art is not limited to the painting of murals 
on walls, buildings, and streets. It also refers to the level of 
creativity that goes into the projects that are being developed 
throughout. This requires time, artistic thought, affection for 
the project, and the determination to fulfill a vision that has been 
laid out. Community engagement in such community projects 
are vital to the outcome of said projects. If a project takes place 
in which an entity is constructed, drawn, or remodeled, it is 
most important to receive insight from those who will see and 
interact with the project daily, especially if the finished project 
is to be for the public. We have observed through numerous 
public arts projects in Philadelphia, Chicago, Atlanta, and 
Miami to name a few.

Art incorporation into building and development can 
enrich the experience for visitors and tourists, while also 
increasing the marketability of the surrounding community and 
neighborhoods. Taking the time to think and plan on steps to 
creatively enhance a community and showing the actual physical 
effort to upgrade the surrounding community (or certain areas 
that need to be refreshed or revitalized) can reinvigorate the 
community. 

In a sense, the willingness of local governments and 
its people to put time, artistic thought, and money into a 
project shows the value that the surrounding land holds. In 
the Wynwood, Miami area, the incorporation of art has been 

used to stimulate the local economy of the area, now widely 
known as a thriving tourist attraction. Before the beginning of 
the Wynwood project, many of the surrounding warehouses 
and buildings were abandoned and in need of remodeling. 
This area now attracts tourists from out of state, and even 
foreign visitors. It is in a space considered the “Art District” 
of Miami. In the past decade, the Wynwood community has 
undergone a complete transformation. Now existing in the 
area are museums, antique shops, art galleries, retail stores, 
entertainment bars, all intertwined together with colorful 
murals and open-air street-art that flood the streets of the area. 
The Wynwood project and its cultivation demonstrates how art 
and effort can enhance a community. 

More than 400 plus businesses now exist in the area, more 
than 200 plus street murals are present, and 30 plus eateries 
exist, all spanning 50 city blocks of land. In addition to boosting 
the local economy, art incorporation in public places can also be 
used as a deterrent to crime and violence. Some communities 
have gone so far as to implement neon reflective lights in their 
art projects along their streets and dimly lit areas. In areas 
with depreciated values due to crime, the addition of art and 
community engagement in such projects can appreciate their 
values. Once effort is put into the areas, crime and violence 
will be deterred, allowing for the cultivation of businesses and 
projects that further enhance and vitalize the community.

Art in Public Places
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Tallahassee moved into our darkest hour in October, unfortunately we have exceeded our record for 
homicides in one year with 18 deaths due to violence. Sadly, our violence issue has reached a pinnacle 
and the responsibility and blame lies at the feet of us as Tallahasseans. Our crime and violence issue has 
been ushered in overtime by the neglect of alleviating our poverty issue and inequality in access to vital 
resources. The schools in our high crime areas must demand greater  parental and community involvement, 
solicitation of partnerships for mentors within our schools for higher education, and access to jobs that 
pay a livable wage while building essential skills. Members of this community are negatively impacted by 
this rise in crime and we all agree we certainly cannot arrest our way out of this issue. We can however 
work together as a conglomerate of neighborhoods and neighbors to build and mend relationships and 
empower citizen input to promote public safety issues. This simply goes beyond words and will indeed 
benefit from deliberate actions by all facets of our communities across this All-America City.

We have identified where the majority of shootings a taking place. The investigations are concluding 
time and time again that these events are not being associated with gang activity. The worst approach we 
can engage in is the pointing of fingers to ignite blame narrowing whose at fault, it is more constructive 
to review, plan, and implement strategies amongst communities most impacted.  It’s a difficult situation 
for any city to respond to and using measures to curtail random acts are the hardest to control. With 
such an unusual situation for our area we must come up with out of the box solutions. Strengthening our 
neighborhood associations is the first one that comes to mind. Neighbors must work to build stronger 
relationships with each other to identify potential issues in their areas and find ways to utilize individual 
talents to make improvements with infrastructures, social pitfalls, and community beautification. 
Communities have found success through grassroots efforts that promote engagement and sets a standard 
that crime, violence, and mischievous behavior will not be tolerated in their respective communities.

The need for public and private investment for communities is imperative. High rates of crime and 
violence occurs when there are large gaps in resources, high concentrations of poverty and large segments 
of a community living in a state of survival. When one has to fight to scrap together enough food, money, 
and gas to get to one place or the other there is indeed a cognitive dissonance in understanding why the 
edification of the education is not being seeked out. When people are hungry, angry, insecure, and afraid 
there is no long term focus on training and developing skills. People are trying to satisfy immediate needs. 

Community policing is our next approach to figuring out how to fix our crime issue. Motivating our 
police officers to build genuine relationships with community members in high crime areas is the next 
important step we must encourage. Our citizen in the areas we have dubbed “hotspots” are no more likely 
to want to live next to criminals as those citizens that live in affluent neighborhoods with low crime. 
Community policing works on building partnerships to solve problems related to the conditions that 
breed social discourse, public safety, and fear of crime. Our aim is to mobilize and recognize the social ills 
and inequalities that some areas in our community face. Partnering with businesses in the area to invest 
and contribute to the conversation and actions where they operate can add significant benefits.  

Art in Public Places
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Diabetes Awareness and Prevention
November is Diabetes Awareness Month. It is important to gain knowledge on this chronic disease and mitigate 

its presence in an effort to prevent family, friends, and loved ones from being affected by this disease. Diabetes is a 
worldwide epidemic that is gaining an increasingly prevalent impact on the lives of those residing in the United States. 
Based on genetics, lifestyle choices, dietary consumption, and even unknown factors, each person is at risk of a diabetic 
diagnosis. The National Diabetes Statistics Report (NDSR) of 2017 estimates that there were 30.3 million people 
suffering from diabetes in 2015, with 7.2 million of these people living with the disease undiagnosed. This estimation 
of 30.3 million people represents 9.4% of the U.S. population. The study also concluded that of the 30.3 million of 
those living with diabetes, 30.2 of them were age 18 and older in that same year.

 

The myth of diabetes not being a serious disease must be dispelled. Per the American Diabetes Association (ADA), 
diabetes causes more yearly deaths than breast cancer and AIDS combined and nearly doubles a person’s risk of 
suffering a heart attack. The notion that only someone who is overweight or on an unhealthy, sugary diet is at risk 
of being affected by this chronic disease must also be dispelled. Diabetes prevention and risks are not as simple as 
thought. Type 1 diabetes is caused by a combination of genetics, as well as underlying factors that may be unknown by 
doctors at the point of diagnosis. The cause of type 2 diabetes combines genetics and lifestyle choices that consist of 
dietary health and physical fitness, amongst others. For those suffering from diabetes, it is vital to your health to gain 
knowledge about this disease and take necessary measures to suppress its progressive nature. For those who do not 
suffer from the disease, it is important that you take preventative measures against diabetes and put forth the effort to 
aid those who suffer from the disease. This starts with gaining knowledge about the disease to better equip yourself and 
loved ones in the fight against diabetes. The most difficult part is abiding by this knowledge and incorporating it into 
your lifestyle choices, while holding others (affected and non-affected) accountable to the same standards. Although 
there is no cure to this chronic disease, the fight against diabetes can still be won. Many people live with this disease and 
are able to do the same activities as they were before diagnosis. 
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Keeping you in the know

Curtis B. Richardson
Phone: (850) 891-8240

Address: 300 S. Adams Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Email: Curtis.Richardson@talgov.com

We Hope You Enjoy This Newsletter!

Upcoming Events

Blueprint IA Meeting
When: December 5

Where: City Hall
Time: 3pm

Winterfest
When: December 2nd

Where: Downtown Tallahassee
Time: 3pm-7pm

CRTPA Board Meeting
When: November 21

  Where: City Hall 
Time: 1pm

December City 
Commission Meeting

When: December 6th
Where: City Hall

Time: 4pm

City Commission Retreat
When: January 10, 2018

Where: Tallahassee International Airport
Time: 9am-5pm

CRTPA Board Meeting
When: January 16th

Where: City Hall
Time: 1:00pm


